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Kurzbeschreibung:  
In this course, students will briefly be introduced to the origins and the meanings of a relatively young 
field of inquiry – “Queer Anthropology”, which has developed from an earlier Anthropology of Women 
that had turned into Anthropological Gender Studies.  However, the main focus of this course lies on the 
discussion of anthropologists’ field reports that question basic assumptions about identity, gender and 
sexuality and that show the cultural constructedness of these taken-for-granted concepts, which then 
become tools for theoretical analysis.  Key topics will include, for example, the intersection of gender, 
sexuality and race, culturally specific marriage arrangements, transgenderism and normativity.  Students 
are expected to read all texts, which will be provided through StudIP in preparation for each meeting, 
and to participate fully in all group discussions.  Students are either asked to do a student presentation 
and to lead a group discussion, or to write a research paper. 
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