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Kurzbeschreibung:

The ongoing war in Syria, the struggle against the self-proclaimed Islamic State and the
authoritarian politics of the Turkish State have over the past years pushed the Kurdish
Question back onto international agenda. And indeed, these current issues are impossible to
understand without engaging with the political history of the Kurds in the Middle East (and
beyond). Kurdish history is fundamentally entangled with the end of the Ottoman Empire,
colonialism in the Middle East and the development these four separate modern nation-
states, Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran. It is also a story about the denial of citizenship rights,
racism and assimilation policies, which led to fierce conflicts, oppression and forced migration
as well as political and social movements and resistance against these state politics.

Taking the struggle for citizenship rights, equality and democracy in multi-ethnic and multi-
religious societies as its starting point, the seminar attempts to broaden our knowledge on key
issues of Kurdish history, politics and society. It will address crucial aspects of colonial history
in the Middle East, ‘westernization’ and orientalism, assimilation politics as well as the struggle
against them, highlighting the diversity of social groups and actors, their experiences,
perspectives and politics. In doing so, we will discuss e.g. the Kurdish Women’s Movement,
politics and experiences of certain faith and identity groups such as Yezidis and Alevis, party
politics, as well as music, film and literature. We will address questions of past and present,
and take into consideration the cross-border and globalized character of Kurdish life and
politics allowing for substantial insights into debates and issues relevant to the region more
generally. The seminar will encourage you to engage with empirical material and first hand
sources, academic literature, films as well as discussing with scholars themselves.

Knowledge of Kurdish, Arabic, Turkish or Farsi is obviously helpful, but not a requirement for
this course.

This seminar will be conducted in English. There are also no requirements regarding the level
of language proficiency for English. However, participants should be interested in working,
speaking and doing the assignments in English.

This seminar is also open for MATS-students.
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